Tour Name
Skip-the-Line Palace of Knossos & Heraklion City Highlights

Tour City
Crete

Tour Snapshot
You can’t leave Heraklion, the capital of Crete, without visiting the world-famous Palace of Knossos, home of the minotaur! But
this time, we’ll do it with a twist! Instead of visiting the famous archaeological site during its peak hours with throngs of tourists
wandering around, we would like to invite you on a more eclectic journey! Together, we’ll explore a hidden side of the city, taste
local treats and then walk through the largest Bronze Age archaeological site on Crete, which has been called Europe's oldest
city — all with skip-the-line access!
Highlights
Dive into Heraklion’s history, listen to stories about its turbulent past and visit its legendary churches, fountains and
monuments
Explore the unique Palace of Knossos with a licensed local guide
Learn the secrets of the world-renowned Cretan diet by sampling its best products at the local market
Discover the local side of Heraklion through its lesser-known streets, forgotten laneways, and old city walls

Indulge in local flavours like a meze platter and raki or wine
Inclusions: Local English-speaking guide, local licensed guide during Knossos Palace visit, transportation, food and beverage
samples as indicated in the itinerary (local sweets, olives and cheese, coffee or soft drink, a meze platter, which are local tapas).
The food provided should be more than enough to allow you to skip lunch!
Exclusions: Knossos Entrance Fee (approx. €15); note that entrance tickets are not included in the tour fee. We save you time
by buying entrance tickets in advance so you can skip the lines. Also not included are additional food and drinks, souvenirs and
personal shopping, plus tips/gratuities for your guide.
Schedule details
Duration:6 hours
Meeting point:
Meeting point: Eleftherias Square, in the city centre. Our guide will be standing next to the statue, in the middle of the
square.
Google Maps link
{label-what3words-location}
Starting time: 9.00 AM
Ending point:
City centre.

Full Itinerary
Bypass the concrete and head straight for the heart of Heraklion. Hit the backstreets and hidden pathways, checking out the
highlights, sampling local treats, and discovering all the forces that have combined to make Heraklion the city it is today.
You’ll start off with a freshly brewed traditional coffee paired with a wander through the local market where you can sample local
products such as olive oil, local olives and cheese. In between bites, you’ll have a chance to chat with local shop owners.

Moving on, we’ll walk along 25 August Street, admiring some of Heraklion’s major highlights, including St. Titus Cathedral and
the Morosini Fountain in the heart of the city. As we continue along the hidden backstreets of Heraklion, your local guide will
discuss the city’s history and point out further evidence of how the city has been shaped into the lively place it is today.
Lunch time is fast approaching but don’t worry, we have you covered. We’ll delve into mouth-watering recipes called mezedes
(local tapas) at a locally loved tavern and if you feel brave enough, why not try our local delicacy of fried snails?
After filling up on tapas, your licensed guide will lead you to one of the world’s most famous monuments, the Palace of Knossos,
without having to wait in the endless lines thanks to our skip-the-line access.
The palace of King Minos in Knossos is one of the most important ancient monuments not only in Crete, but in all of Greece.
The impressive palace came to light in March 1900, discovered by archaeologist Sir Arthur Evans, despite the first, fruitless
excavation which was carried out in 1878 by wealthy local Mino Kalokerinos, while Crete was still under Ottoman occupation.
The ruins of the palace are awe-inspiring, raising questions about a civilisation lost in time but still visible today. You could visit
the site numerous times, always finding something new to be amazed by.
At the end of the tour, we will drop you off in the city centre or back at your cruise ship. Your local guide will give you tips and
suggestions for local joints and current festivals to check out.
Additional information
Inclusions: Local English-speaking guide, local licensed guide during Knossos Palace visit, transportation, food and beverage
samples as indicated in the itinerary (local sweets, olives and cheese, coffee or soft drink, a meze platter, which are local tapas).
The food provided should be more than enough to allow you to skip lunch!
Exclusions: Knossos Entrance Fee (approx. €15); note that entrance tickets are not included in the tour fee. We save you time
by buying entrance tickets in advance so you can skip the lines. Also not included are additional food and drinks, souvenirs and
personal shopping, plus tips/gratuities for your guide.
Your Trip: For your Urban Adventure you will be in a small group of a maximum of 12 people.
Confirmation of booking: If you have your voucher, your booking is confirmed. We'll see you at the start point. Get in touch if you
have any concerns or require more information via the email address or phone number (business hours only) on your voucher.
Child Policy: This is a child-friendly tour. Children between the ages of 6 and 11 inclusively are permitted on this tour at the rate
listed above. Please select ‘child’ above when booking. Children under the age of 6 are permitted to join this tour free of charge.
Please inform us at the time of booking if you’ll be bringing a child under the age of 6. You can do so in the special request box
on the checkout page.

Dietary Notes
We can accommodate vegetarians and other dietary restrictions. Please notify us in advance if you have any dietary requests.
You can do so in the ‘Additional information’ box at checkout, or by emailing us atinfo@creteurbanadventures.com.
Local contact
Office phone number: +30 698 678 0970
Email address: info@creteurbanadventures.com

